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ADDRESS, &. 


GENTLEMEN, 


for a ſeat in Parliament, if it were to be confidered 


merely in the light of an Advertiſement of Solicitation. 


The circumſtance of an expected vacancy in your bo- 


rough, on account of one of the Members elected by 
you at the late general election having been likewiſe 
returned to Parliament for the county of York, will 
certainly at the firſt view lead you to that conſtruction ; 
However, by the ſubſequent parts of this Addreſs, you 

will perceive many mixed views and confiderations, 
which have led me out of the ordinary courſe. The 
firſt is derived from thoſe ſentiments of Reſpect and 

Deference, which I conſider as peculiarly due from my- 

ſelf to you my late conſtituents. I am ſenſible it would 


be an'unbecoming conduct in me, to harraſs you with 


future pretenſions. There is but one circumſtance 
vhich can in any degree ſuſpend the final and abſolute 


hole courſe of my parliamentary ſervice, in your re- 
reſentation, J have never received the ſligbieſt hint of 


Tuts Addreß, which I now preſent to you, might 


appear a novel and unaccuſtomed mode of canvaſling 


perpetual importunities. The many favours which I 
have received from you, in your public capacity, de- 
mand this forbearance on my part, with reſpect to any 


oncluſion againſt me, which is, that throughout the 
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reproach from any ſingle individual of my late con- 
ſtituents, for any convicted, or even ſuſpected breach 
of truſt, in my public conduct; and I eſteem this 
teſtimony of your approbation as one of the greateſt 
obligations for which J am indebted to you. 


I am fully aware, that a good opinion of perſonal 


integrity or induſtry, may not contain the total of mo- 
tives, which ought to influence Electors in the choice 
of a Repreſentative; but it comprizes fo large a pro- 
portion of the fundamentals, that if I have been fo 
fortunate as to give you ſatisfaction in thoſe points, I 


hope you will not think me unreaſonable, if 1 wiſh to 
demur againſt the concluſion, tacitly implied. by the 


change in your choice at the late Election. I am not 
only unconſcious of entertaining any principles incon- 
ſiſtent with the Conſtitution, or ſafety of our country, 

but totally ignorant of any ſubſiſting diverſity of public 
opinions, from my late Conſtituents, To what cauſe 
then am I to impute the change? Or, what conclu- 
ſions am I to draw from it? But yeſterday I was your 
Repreſentative, unaccuſed, and unſuſpected, of any 
ſelfiſn or ſiniſter views. At the diſſolution of Par- 
liament, I was received amongſt you with every poſ- 
| fible mark of cordiality and perſonal favour, At the 
Election, indeed, your choice fell upon two other 
Gentlemen, unfavourably for me. Thus far, however, 
there is nothing but what has happened a thouſand 
times, in the viciſſitudes of elective repreſentations, 


without any unfavourable imputation to one fide, or 


any complaint againſt the other. It is underſtood that 
one of your Members intends to vacate his feat. In 
this ſituation I feel myſelf embarraſſed in what manner 
to direct my conduct towards you. I ſhould be ex- 
tremely reluctant on the one hand, to obtrude myſelf 
upon you with unwelcome ſolicitation and importunity; 
and on the other, I ſhould be very unwilling, by a 


ſilent abdication, to appear to you to have ſo far for- 


gotten all your paſt tavours, and the public honour 
thence derived, as not to.be ambitious of the recover) 
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of them. I would equally avoid the afſertion of any 


preſumptuous claim to your future favours, or that 


neglectful indifference, which would render me un- 
wortny of them. | 


The reſult of cheſe mixt confiderations leads me pre- 
ciſely to that mode of making my application to you, 
which is moſt conſtitutional in itſelf, as well as moſt 
adapted to my own perſonal ſituation; and I may add, 
that. it is the mode of application moſt prevliarl 
pointed out by the preſent ſituation of national affairs, 
as declared from the Throne, in a public and tolemn 
appeal to the People. Attend to the words delivered 
from the Throne. That on a full conſideration of 
« the preſent ſituation of affairs, and of the extraor- 
* dinary circumſtances which have produced it, His 
« Majeſty has been induced to put an end to the late 
« Parliament, having felt it as a duty which he owed 
« to the Conſtitution and to the Country, in ſuch a 
e ſituation, to recur as ſpeedily as poſſible to the fenſe 
of the People, by calling a new Parliament; truſting 
« that this means will tend to obviate the miſchiefs 
** ariſing from the unhappy diviſions and diſtractions 


oa 


„Which have lately ſubſiſted.“ This is a ſolemn 


voicc which calls upon you, and in a moſt important 


cauſe. The fundamental principles of the Conſtitution 


are now appealed to, and called into exertion, You 
are told, that the voice of the People is the ſupreme 


and final appeal. The notorious deviation of ſome 


Parliaments from the ſenſe of the People, has for a 
long time been bitterly felt and complained of by the 
People themſelves ; but it is now for the firſt time . 

Pere by the Crown. N bo 


Miniſters and their Parliaments have for many years 
been in the cloſeſt alliance, and bound together in a 
perpetual common cauſe. The event of a day has 
reverſed this whole ſyſtem. An accidental miſunder- 
ſtanding between the Miniſters of the Crown and the 
late Parliament, has thrown open the whole appeal to 


B 2 : the 


T9 I 


the People themſelves. The occaſion has been tran- 


ſitory, but the principle is perpetual. The principle 
has been recognized, not only by the moſt public de- 
dlarations of the Miniſters of the Crown, bur throvgh- 


out the whole courſe of the conteſt with the late Par- 
liament, it has been admitted by the Crown itſelf, and 


particularly in the King's Anſwer of 27th February, 


to an Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons, on the 2oth, 
applying for the removal of Minifters. The reaſon 
ſtated in the King's Anſwer to the Houle of Commons, 


for not complying with their requeſt, is in theſe words : 
Numbers of my ſubjects have expreſſed to me in 
„the warmeſt manner their ſatis faction in the late 
© changes I have made in my Councils.” In theſe 
words the principle is recognized, that the voice of the 
People, conveyed by addreſſes to the Throne, ought 
to carry ſuperior weight to that of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, in influencing the King's Councils; a doctrine 


deducible from no other principle than this, that the 
| Houſe of Commons is no longer a real Repreſentative 


of the People. As we know this to be the opinion 


of thoſe confidential Miniſters, whoſe office it was to 
draw up the King's Anſwer, it is their pledge to the 


public, that a Parliamentary Reform i is their fundamen- 
tal Ferie 75 1 5. 1 


The great Farl of U declared. many years 


. ago, with a prophetic voice, that the corrupt and in- 
© adequate repreſentation of Parliament could not poſ- 
ſibly out-laſt the century. The progrels of this pro- 


phecy towards completion, has been. more advanced 


buy the ſingle act of the late diſſolution of Parliament, 
and the ground upon which the late Parliament Was 
diſſolved, than by all the events which have bappened 
in the lapſe of near twenty years, ſince that prophecy | 
was pronounced. Can it be wondered at, that any ſuch 
meaſures, on the part of the Crown, ſhould be ee 


which have given a firm footing to this moſt favoured 


daoctrine of the People, that the authority and exiſtence 
of Parliament ought to ceaſe, when it no longer ſpeaks 


the 
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the ſenſe of the People. If in the preſent inadequate 
and corrupt ſtate of Parliamentary Repreſentation, re- 
elections ſhould only produce change of parties, but 
not introduce the ſenſe of the People into Parliament, 


ſome other remedy muſt be ſought for, until that great 
point be accompliſhed, viz, I hat the Voice of me 


| DR ſhall 8 8 5 in Parliament. 


> Prindent men always feel a propenſity to keep things 


in a quieſcent ſtate as long as they will remain fo, and 


not even precipitate reformations, unleſs with very fair 


and peaceable proſpects. In the uncertain ſtate of 


human affairs, occaſional expedients ſerve as harbin- 
gers, to introduce new principles by reaſonable grada- 


tions. Of this kind I take to be an expedient much 
| known of late years in the Britiſh Government, by the 


term of Parliamentary Influence. The ſyſtem of Par- 


 Jiamentary Influence aroſe after the Revolution, and 
ſerved as a kind of ſubſtitute for prerogative. The 
tyranndus prerogatives of the Houſe of Stuart were 

' finally overthrowa by the People upon the moſt avowed 


popular doctrines, viz. That all power proceeds from 
the People, and that all government ought to be in- 


ſtituted for their welfare and happineſs. Notwithſtan- 


ding this compleat victory on the part of the People, 


the external forms of the Conſtitution were not fo much. 
altered as might have been expected from the prin- 

ciples then eſtabliſned. Influence, which implies con- 
ſent, and which is certainly not a Tory doctrine, was 
eſtabliſhed as a kind of practical compromiſe between 
the old claims of Royalty and the newly aſſerted rights 
of the People. Had the ſtateſmen of thoſe times un- 
deertaken a total renovation of the Conſtitution, they 


would have probably thrown every thing i into inextri- 


cable confuſion. The ſtate of parties (which term 


implies both men and meaſures) would have made 


ſuch a project totally impoſſible during the reign of 


King William. Prudence therefore dictated forbear- 1 55 
ance. | 


During 


Ba 


During the reign of Queen Anne, Influence grew 
by degrees into form and ſyſtem, but that whole reign 


being occupied in war, civil objects fell into the back 


ground ; and beſides, the civil conteſts, which had 


remained after the Revolution, were in a ſtate of fuſe 


penſion during her reign. The Queen united in her 
own perſon both the Tights and the wrongs of her 


own family. For, though a davghter of James the 


Second, her rights of poſſeſſion reſted upon principles 


totally ſubverſive of the rights of deſcent, The deci- 
ſion therefore of civil conteſts between the Crown and 
People, was reſerved for the period immediately ſuc- 
ceeding the death of the Queen; I call it the civil con- 
teſt between the Crown and People, becauſe that iſſue 
was tried in the perſons of the two Princes then con- 
tending for the ſucceſſion. At that time Parliamen- 
tary Influence was ſo far reduced to ſyſtem, by the 
| Miniſter of thoſe days, Sir Robert Walpole, as to be- 
come an organ of executive adminiſtration. After the 
defeat of the Prince of the Houſe of Stuart by arms, 
the ſucceſſion in the Houſe of Hanover was maintained 
by this ſyſtem of Parliamentary Influence, under the 
conduct of Sir Robert Walpole. The application of 
this Influence, as it was not in itſelf conſtitutional, 
was at leaſt reſerved for beneficial purpoſes; that is to 
ſay, for the eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Religion, 
of the peace and of the commerce of the country. 


I beſe were the leading features of the adminiſtration 
5 of Sir Robert Wabele. EL | 


At a later period, we have Rill ſeen this principle of 


influence in Parliament exiſting, and exerted in the 
ſopport of national objects, viz. during the illuſtrious 
period of the Earl of Chatham's adminiſtration. To 
uſe his own phraſe, he borrowed a majority of the 
| Houſe of Commons; and the Duke of Newcaſtle, who 
poſſeſſed at that time both the favour of the King, and 
the voice of Parliament, with great prudence and mag- 


nanimity, concurred in the ſupport of that great man 


and of his meaſures; though both the one and the 


other, 
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other, were obtruded upon him, vpon his panty, and 
NESS the _—_—_ himſelf, 


| I have. thus fin uſed the term Influence withour 
annexing the epithet corrupt. I have already ſaid, that 
it is not a conſtitutional principle; I am likewiſe fully 
aware and convinced, that it is of a coriupt nature 
and tendency ; it is ſufficient for my preſent argument 
to ſay, that it may pcflibly, 1 in certain caſes, be exerciſed 
for beneficial purpoſes, and that in ſuch caſes it may 
ſerve as an expedient, inſtrumental and ſubſidiary, to 
more conſtitutional forms and inſtitutions. - In the 
hands of a wiſe and national Miniſter, it may produce 
the ſame effects of ſalutary counſels, as an aſſembly of 
national Repreſentatives. And therefore to recur to 
the foundation of this argument, it contributes to in- 
troduce, by temperate gradations, that balance of power 
in the Conſtitution, which may moſt peaceably accord 
with the enlargements ot ſome rights, and the retrench- 
ments of others, in any community, according to the 
various influence of events, external or internal, to 

which era frame of human government is liable. 


I am not fling corruption as a principle of go- 
vernment; I am only ſtating facts which depend upon 
ſhades and degrees; viz. That Parliamentary Influence, 
which is undoubtedly a principle capable in itſelf of 
any extreme degree of corruption, has for more than 
half a century been exerciſed, within thoſe limits under 
which the People, though diſcontented at various 
times, have nevertheleſs ſo far acquieſced, as not to 
make an abſolute breach with their Parliaments, by re- 
claiming the rights of adequate Repreſentation, and 
demanding an actual reformation in the Conſtitution 
of the Houſe of Commons. A gradual courſe of na- 
tional diſcontents from the commencement of the pre 
ſent century, though not to the moſt exceſſive 3 | 
may have undoubtedly prepared the foundations; but 
ir was reſerved for that moſt wretched period in the 
Britiſh annals, during the American war, to accumu- 


late 


8-4 
late diſgrace, defeat, taxes, diſmemberment of the 
empire, almoſt the deſtruction of public credit and of 
commerce, with all the train of attending evils, thus 
madly heaping up the meaſure of national diſcontent, 


through the inſtrumentality of parliamentary corrup- 
tions, enormous beyond example, and. intolerable be- 


yond acquieſcence, . It was at this period, that the 


voice of the nation began to declare, * that in times of 
ce national difficulty and diſtreſs, a juſt redreſs of 
« grievances can only be expected from a free and un- 


© corrupted Parliament. That the Repreſentation of 
cc 


the People in Parliament is become extremely un- 


equal, inſomuch that a great majority of Members 


6 1s returned by decayed and indigent boroughs; which 
“ are either at the command of the Crown, and a few 
te great families, or Elſe open to general venality ; 


ec whence ſupport in Parliament may be obtained for 


* meaſures of any adminſtration, however ruinous 


„ they may be to the great landed and commercial 
“ intereſts of this kingdom, contrary to the true in- 
© tent and uſe of the inſtitution of Parliaments ; which 
e unequitable diſtribution of the right to elect Repre- 


cc 


ſentatives in Parliament, is now a principal cauſe of 


our numerous public evils, to which no radical cure 
_ ' 


is likely to be applied, till a more adequate Repre- 


* ſentation of the People hath been eſtabliſhed by law,” 


&c. &c, See the form of aſſociation agreed to at the 


general meeting of the county of Vork, held the 28th 
of March 1780. It has been the ſyſtem of meaſures, 
connected with and derived from the American war, 
which has finally driven the nation to deciſions which 
can no longer be ſuſpended. It muſt now depend upon 
the prudent and vigorous exertions of the counties and 
great boroughs, to reinſtate the ſenſe of the People in 


Parliament, and to ſecure it there. They muſt look 
tothe bottom of the evil. It is no longer ſafe to be 


amuſed with palliatives. The People are prepared to 
exert themſelves, and the Crown has called upon 


I cannot 
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I cannot omit, upon this ſubject of influence, to ſay 
one word upon the extreme danger of tampering with 
ſuſpicious and unſound principles, merely becauſe they 
ſeem to preſerve a -fallacious quiet for a time, By 
ſimilar reaſoning even ſummary and arbitrary power 

itſelf may be contended for with treacherous plauſibi- 
lity. Influence is the ſeedling of corruption. Cor- 
ruption is not leſs incroaching nor leſs fatal to any civil 
_ Conſtitution than arbitrary power, and leads through 
all the gradations of evil, finally to the. eſtabliſhment 
of that power. The American War was the creature 
of corruption. Had the objects of that war been ac- 
compliſhed, a final period would have been put to the 
liberties of the Britiſh Conſtitution. That war has 
coſt to Great Britain and to mankind, the deſtruction 
of one hundred thouſand lives, and of one hundred 
millions of Briviſh property, and from the Crown of 
Great Britain it has torn the greateſt and moſt honour- 
able dominion that ever adorned a royal diadem. 
Theſe are the works of ee 


But Chmpotion has at laſt deſtroyed itſelf. It has 
drawn forth a new æra in the Britih Conſtitution, and 
by a fingular courſe of events has overturned even that 
falſe balance of the Conſtitution, which was eſtabliſhed 
through Corruption, The caſe hes within a ſmall 
compaſs, - Rotten and venal boroughs have for many 
years paſt ſent venal and dependent Members to Par- 
hament. The Minifter, for the time being, having 
hitherto been in poſſeſſion of extenſive means of Cor- 
ruption, has drawn over an hireling majority to the 
Crown. But Corruption has at laſt outſtript its ow 
work, and has exhauſted its own reſources. The pa- 
tronage of America is loſt. Contracts are gone. Pen- 
fions are limited and reduced. Exorbitant emoluments 
are cruſhed by want of means. Many defalcations 
have been made from the influence of the Crown, by 
the abolition of - inefficient and finecure places. The 
Miniſters of the Crown will henceforward be reduced 
to taxes and parſimony, which are not ſuitable means 
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to procure a majority of venal delegates, or to main- 
tain in full force corrupt influence, as a ſyſtem of 
N Government. As long as the Miniſter had . 
\\ of means to purchaſe venal voices, this parliamentary 
wt! traffic went on in a regular ſyſtem, though conſtantly 
enhancing upon itſelf in. profuſion and exorbitance. 
But when the means begin to fail, the conſequence is 
10 incvitable. Corruption, as a ſy ſtem of adminiſtration, 
yt muſt of neceſſity fall to pieces Jr want of cement; and 
1 as we have long ſince thrown away our conſtitutional 
188 compaſs, the ſtare of Government muſt be driven 
| atloat to the mercy of every wind or wave of paſſion or 


Bi 5 Party. 


3 The ſyſtem of Adminiftration through the Houſe of 
Commons is ſhaken in its foundations, and we have 
no conſtitutional ſyſtem to recur to. The ſtate of Ad- 
mainiſtration for two or three years paſt, during the late 
48 Parliament, has already given the ſtrongeſt indications 
that this is our real ſituation. We have had five Ad- 
miniſtrations within the period of twenty-one months, 
\| | from March 1782, to December 1783; viz. the fall of 
Lord North's upon its own ruins, the American war; 
Kaarcfter this came the Marquis of Rockingham's Admi- 
WHOS niſtration, the Earl of Shelburne's, the Duke of Port- 
Wk land's, and the preſent Adminiſtration. It is now a 
{ny matter under experiment, whether the preſent or any 
luture adminiſtration will become more permanent than 
1 thoſe of late have been. If this is to depend upon the 
n ſuppoſed introduction of the voice of the People into 
the new Parliament, I think it was hardly worth the 
experiment, becauſe the new Parliament cannot be re- 
0 turned upon any principle different from the laſt. The 
ſame proportion continues of rotten and venal bo- 
il '* Tovughs, and the ſenſe of the People cannot flow from 
ph venal and inadequate repreſentation. The venal and 
W Totten boroughs may be thrown into other hands than 
they were in the late Parliament, and more of them 
N may fall into the hands of one party for a time. But 
4 | as there is no new ſolid principle of reformation intro- 
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duced into the election of the preſent Parliament, there 
can be no reaſon to expect any permanent ſyſtem of 
Government, from a change ot names alone. 


At preſent the whole expectation of the free and diſ- 
intereſted part of the nation is turned towards ſome 


fundamental reform of Parliament. If that great event 


ſhould take place, the nation may once more reſume 
new life, and the promoters of it will juſtly deſerve the 
title of Saviours of their Country, Bur if we are to 
grovel on in the old wretched and corrupt ſyſtem, what 
can be expected but univerſal diſcontent, and the re- 


ſentments of a People baſely betrayed? The venal 


inſtruments of any ſuch ſyſtem, of open and hazardous 
warfare with their country, will demand exceſſive wages 
for their iniquity, or deſert the deſperate ſervice. And 


if the funds of proſtitution ſhould prove ſeanty or in- 


adequate, Miniſters themſelves will be bought and ſold. 
Conſider the principle upon which Adminiſtration. 
ſtands, as conducted under Parliamentary Influence. 
As long as the means are adequate, a miniſterial ma- 
jority may be maintained; but the moment there is 
any queſtion of the ſufficiency of the means of Corrup- 
tion, it infuſes an eternal ſpirit of diviſion. No propo- 
ſition can be more certain in Logic, or more obvious 
even as an arithmetical point. Suppoſe of three hun- 
dred Members, liable to influence, that the Miniſter 
can bribe two hundred, what can the remaining hun- 
dred do, but humbly cringe to the Miniſter for the 
hopes of ſucceſſion to his favour, upon promiſe of obe- 


dient ſervility. But if the Miniſter ſhould only have 


it in his power to pay one hundred out of three, there 

will be a conſtant majority againſt the Miniſtry for the | 
time being, ſeeking under various leaders and various 
factions ſucceſſively to obtain poſſeſſion of the Patro- 
nage of Corruption, The principle of Influence is 
then exactly reverſed in its operation, and Corruption 


itſelf produces the diſſolution of every Government 


founded upon Corruption. In a ſhort time any par- 
| liamentary ſet of venal Members will become ſenſible 
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of their own ſtrength by combinations. They will 
create their own Miniſters, and again deſtroy them day 
by Hax. 


The Government of Corruption has had its day; it 
is now come to its natural diſſolution. Miniſters them 
ſelves muſt look for their future ſafety in the adoption 
of a new principle. They muſt aſpire to the character 
of national Miniſters, and with a national Parliament 
they may make to themſelves ſome {ſolid foundation to 
ſtand upon. But there is another more important ob- 


ject of our conſideration, which holds the firſt rank in 


our country, whoſe honour and ſafety will be placed 


upon firm grounds, by the exchange of an uncertain 


and diſgraceful Government, founded upon principles 
of corruption, for one founded upon the true principles 
of the Conſtitution: I mean the Crown. The kingly 

ſtate has for many years been debaſed by the principle 


of corruption. This principle, as far as relates to the 
Miniſter, may, by poſſibility, be applied to the ſupport 


of ſalutary meaſures, and in ſuch caſes may conſtitute 


merit in him, becauſe any ſuch meaſure oſtenſibly pro- 
ceeds from him, is propoſed, debated, and carried 
into effect by him, and preſumptively would not have 
taken place without his advice and patronage. But it 
is not the ſame with the Crown. There are no words 


in which an argument can be ſtated, to eſtabliſh the 


_ neceſfity of a corrupt influence of the Crown, over a 
_ repreſentative aſſembly, in order that ſuch an aſſembly 
may be directed to acts beneficial to their Conſtituents ; 
| becauſe any ſuch acts would flow without conſtraint, 
either from themſelves, or from the ſuggeſtions of the 
People: whereas in any doubtful caſes, where the 
Crown can be ſuſpected of entertaining ſeparate views, 
detrimental to the public good, the imputation will 


always attach againſt the poſſeſſion of that corrupt 
power, which is "neceſſary for the accompliſhment of 
bad purpoſes alone. The People will entertain per- 


petual jealouſy and diſguſt, as long as they ſee the 


Crown pertinaciouſſy cantending for a power which 
cannot 
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cannot benefit them, and which expoſes them to the 

ernicious effects of any wicked or corrupt mcaſures in 
that Parliament which was inſtituted for their ſecurity 
alone. The Crown will receive no thanks for any po- 
pular acts, and will be loaded with bitter and clamo- 


rous reproaches for any meaſures adverſe to the ſenſe of 
the Public. 


I know very well that if the efficacy of this ſyſtem of 


Parliamentary Influence were now in as full force as 
it has been, it would be vain to oppole any arguments 


of reformation. But my argument applies to the 
Crown in this manner. That the means of Influence 
having been moſt enormouſly diſſipated by the Ameri- 
can war, and its conſequences, Parliaments for the 
future, in proportion to their profligacy and corrup- 
tion, will be leſs tractable to the Miniſters of the Crown, 
from the want of adequate means of influence. Con- 


ſidering the popular obloquy and diſcontents to which 
the Crown had been expoſed for many years, on ac- 
count of the implied corruption of Parliament Con- 


ſidering that the People are at length rouſed by national 


diſtreſs to demand reform, and that ſuch a demand can 


no longer be ſafely denied or delayed - Conſidering that 


a tranſitory elective aſſembly of venal delegates cannot 
have any natural connection with the Crown beyond 
their own objects of corruption; and that in purſuit of 
their private intereſts, the choice would be perfectly in- 


different to them, whether to betray the King or their 
Conſtituents — Conſidering that in any cale of great 
national diſcontents and troubles, perſonal fear might 


induce them to deſert the Crown Conſidering that 
national power reſides in the body of the People at 


large, and not in the perſons of Members of Parlia- 
men —Conſideling more eſpecially, that the authority 


of the Houſe of Commons ſtands attainted by the I 
Crown itſelf, if it ſhould be at any time contradictory 


to the general voice of the People That the declared 


| ſenſe of the King's moſt confidential Miniſters is in fa- 
| your of P ar I USINGRLATY Reform — That the moſt earneſt : 


attention : 


opinion — the * of their diſcontent: to 
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attention of the Public is bent upon that object That 
the old ſyſtem of Parliamentary Corruption is exhauſted 
to the laſt dregs— It appears to me beyond doubt or 


heſitation, that any real friend to the Crown would 
adviſe the renunciation of that decayed and ruinous 


ſyſtem, and make a common cauſe between the Crown 
and the People, upon the conſtitutional foundation of 
the limited monarchy of Great Britain, in which the 


King and the People may enjoy their diſtinct but con- 


ſcent rights. 


The Conſtitution of Great Britin is not Rupublican, 


nor would the ſenſe of the nation concur in the aboli- 
tion of the limited monarchy, and the introduction of 
a Republican form of Government. Great Britain en- 
joys every poſſible benefit which can flow from equal 
laws and equal liberty. But the diviſion of property is 
by no means equa] ; and without ſome principle of 
- equalizing property, no Republican form can ſubſiſt. 
| The ſtare of property is the land- mark of the Conſti- 
tution, and the ſtate of landed property is the funda- 
mental conſideration. The property ariſing from in- 
duſtry, from commerce and manufactures, and all other 
perſonal properties, have a Republican tendency; and 
it is upon the attemperature of theſe two principles that 
the mixt monarchy ſubſiſts. I contend, therefore, that 
it would be infinitely more for the permanent intereſt 


and ſecurity of the Crown, to take its ſtation according 


to that natural balance of the Conſtitution, which would 
emerge upon an equal repreſentation of the People, 
than to enter into an avowed contention with the na- 
tion, of governing unconſtitutional through the wes af 
tion of Parliament. 


The e iir of influence was introduced 


infenfibly, before the People were aware of the great 
| blot in our Conſtitution, the exceſſive inadequacy of 
repreſentation. At the firſt iſſue, they thought at leaſt 


that they were governed by their Repreſentatives, This 


an 
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9 an extreme degree. It is one thing upon any caſual 


* diſſatisfaction, with this or that particular meaſure, for 

9 the People to reaſon with them thus: perſons in whom 
8 we have a general confidence as our repreſentatives, 

n and as bound in one common intereſt with ourſelves, 

f have adopted meaſures adverle to our ſentiments, but 
e 


we acquieſce, in conſideration of our general confi- 
> dence. It is a very different caſe to challenge the Peo- 

ple directly upon the avowed principle 8 governing 
them by perſons not of their election, nor partaking in 


, any common intereſt with them, but by an aſſemblage 
* of venal and proſtitute votes, kept in pay by the Mi- 
f niſters af the Crown, deriving their own emoluments 
om” by the ſacrifice of all the intereſts of their conſtituents, 
al } ſay theſe caſes are very different; and if the People 
oy have hitherto acquieſced, yet it has been with conti- 
f i nually increaſing diſcontent, in proportion as they have 
. felt public evils encroaching upon them to an unſup- 
* portable degree. As they have become more enligh- 
* | cened upon the ſubject, by an explicit knowledge of the 
* caſe, they have felt the intolerable inſult upon their 
er underſtandings, as well as upon their conſtitutional | 
d rights and intereſts, to ſubmit any longer in ſilence, 
at without making, a formal demand for an adequate re- 
8 preſentation of the People 1 in Parliament. | 
8 It certainly IS not 3 in general to lay too 
Id great a ſtreſs upon ſudden and tranſitory expreſſions of 
e, the People at large; nevertheleſs, where reaſon evi- 


dently concurs with thoſe expreſſions, they are entitled to 
the moſt ſerious attention. The natural conſtruction 
| of thoſe popular ſentiments, which have ſtrongly pre- 

vailed in the courſe of the late general election, may 


xd reaſonably be ſtated as amounting to this propoſition ; . 
at reſtore to rhe People an adequate and efficient repreſen- 
of tation in the Houſe of Commons, and upon that con- 
ſt dition, the People will joyfully concur in the eftabliſh- _ 
E ment and confirmation of all the legal and conſtitu- 


tional Prerogatives of the Crown. The popular motto 
= 2 of the preſent occaſion is, the King and Conſtitution. 
A very 
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A very novel and extraordinary alliance has taken place 
between the Cron and the Popular Party. What can 
be the inducement to this meaſure on the part of the 
People? Why have they annexed the King's name? 
Why have they not confined themſelves to their own 


peculiar doctrines, the reprobation of corrupt and in- 


adequate repreſentation, and the demand of a free Par- 
liament? The reaſon of this conduct ſeems to be, that 


they feel, for this occaſion at leaſt, a common cauſe 


with the Crown which they have not heretofore expe- 


rienced. Upon former occaſions, when the People 
have complained of the corruption of Parliament and 
of - inadequate repreſentation, the Miniſters of the 


Crown have always ſtood forth the champions and de- 
fenders of Parliament, contending - that the voice of 


the People can be heard only in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and that every other mode is factious and un- 
conſtitutional: whereas they have now given the ſolemm 
ſanction of the Crown to the groundwork of popular 
diſcontents, upon inadequate repreſentation and corrup- 
tion of Parliament, by admitting once for all, that the 
Houſe of Commons may upon many occaſions not 
ſpeak the ſenſe of the People; and that when ſuch a 
caſe occurs, the general expreſſion of the ſenſe of the 
People carried by themſelves to the Throne, ought to 
ſuperſede the partial ſentiments of the Houſe of Com- 
Mons; and that it is a duty owing from the Crown to 
the Conſtitution and to the Country, on ſuch occaſions 


to recur as ſpeedy as poſſible to the ſenſe of the People. 


The People have therefore joined iſſue with the Crown 
in a common cauſe; and the compromiſe, conſtructively 
reſulting, as above ſtated, is very conſiſtent on their 
part, and equitable on both ſides, viz. to reſtore an 
adequate and efficient repreſentation to the People, and 
to concur without conteſt in the admiſſion and eſtabhſh- 
ment of all the legal prerogatives of the Crown. Com- 
mon intereſt and common conſent open the way to this 
accommodation between the Crown and the People; 
an union which alone can reſtore dignity to the Crown, 


authority 


019; 3 
authority to 2, Pain, and domeſtic Peace to our 
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Gentlemen, I have 1 now finiſhed my addreſs to you. 
If you ſhould approve the ſentiments which I have laid 
before you, it is upon that ground alone that I can pre- 
ſume to offer myſelf as a candidate for your future fa- 
vours. I have thought it indiſpenſable on my part to 
make this declaration to you of my public principles 
upon the moſt important point, which is now brought 
under national conſideration, on the part both of the 
Crown and of the People, viz. the conſtitution of the 

Houſe of Commons as a Repreſentative of the People. 

You have been called upon from the Throne, to con- 
tribute your proportion of national authority, towards 
the eftabliſhment of ſuch an Houſe of Commons as 
ſhall ſpeak the real ſenſe of the People. This is, in- 
| deed, a moſt awful truſt for you, as "Eleftors of Great 
5 Britain, to delegate. It would be great preſumption in 
me, after having ſtated to you this ſolemn appeal from 

the Throne, to obtrude myſelf upon you even as a can- 
didate for receiving fo great a truſt, without expreſſing 
at the ſame time, that I have nothing to tender to you 

worthy of your notice, but the offer and ſolemn aſſu- 
rance of my moſt earneſt endeavours to execute any 
public truſt u 1th induſtry, fidelity and diſintereſtedneſs. 
If my former conduct in Parliament may in any degree 
have entitled me to the confidence of my Country, it is 
the only reward that I ſcek ; and it is now the only con- 
ſideration which I can, or which I wiſh to ſuggeſt to 
you, as the motive of your choice inaſmuch as any ſuch I 
3 my. be directed towards me. 


1 have taken che lber to ate you thus explicit 
y and without reſerve, becauſe I think mere cuſtomary 
words of profeſſion are at any time frivolous, and un- 
worthy either to be given or to be received, particular- 
ly at moments like the preſent. This Addreſs to you 
| flows from the reſpe& which I entertain for you, as 
well as from the conſtant defire which I feel to act 1 
| Db WY 
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all times in an irreproachable and confiſtent character. 


I have no other ambition but to receive a public truſt 


upon principles of honour, and to execute that truſt with 
my beſt abilities to the fatisfa&tion of an honourable and 
independent body of Conſtituents, and for the good of 


our common Country. Our Country will then, and 


then only, bein ſafety, when Parliaments, choſen upon 
the true principles of the Conſtitution, ſhall On the 


genuine ſenſe of the Fn 


I am, ; 1 15 

With the greateſt reſpect ad conſideration, 5 
Gentlemen, 

Vour much obliged 


oa - and faithful humble ww 
Faris, May 18, 1784. | 


5 7 o the n warſhipful the i Mayor and 


Corporation; 


5 To the worſhipful the dn: and B 


Corporation of the Trinity Houſe, 


; And to the worthy Burgeſſes of the 


town * — * Hull. 


TO 


To Tims 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


8 Fon oR ſome years EY you have 1 1 5 
| yourſelf to be an advocate for Parliamentary Reform; 
. pu u have {aid that the influence of the Crown ought to 
entirely deſtroyed, meaning, I preſume, its influence 


over. the deciſions of Parliament, but eſpecially over 


thoſe of the Houſe of Commons; and it has been the 

_ endeavour of your friends to hold you forth as more 
ſincere and more in 1 in this Bo cauſe than Ld 
"4 n Miniſter, 


"2 Your ſpeech a on the jth of May, 1 3 dee ; 
tary of State, did you, I will allow, great honour ; 


burt it did not ſeem altogether oonſiſtent with the zeal of 
your profeſſions on that occaſion, that you was previouſy 
ſo little induſtrious in impreſſing on the minds of your 


friends and connections, the importance of carrying the 


meaſure to be propoſed, which was exactly the ſame as 


that which Mr. Sawbridge has determined to ſubmit io- 
morrow to the conſideration of Parliament. The re- 
miſſneſs of the Marquis of Rockingham on the ſame oc- 
Ealjon, I alſo thought . blameable, . | 
the 
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the han of ill health which was urged in his behalf. 
If the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury was too ill to give the 
buſineſs his perſonal attention, neither of the Secretaries 
of State had that excuſe to plead, Put the plain fact 


Was, that the cauſe was neglected by a Cabinet of re- 


forming Miniſters, and the queſtion was loſt. I am not 
arguing in favour of a corrupt exertion of miniſte- 


rial influence, becauſe there is no corrupt principle, nor 
can there be a corrupt end in a Miniſter's attempting to 
palace a rod over himſelf, by eſtabliſning the independen- 
cy of Parliament. Were he even to make it known to 
thoſe who held emoluments at his diſpoſal, that they 
- muſt either act with fidelity to the Conſtitution on ſuch 
an occafion, or forfeit thoſe emoluments, I ſhould think 
be did no more than his duty as an honeſt man and up- 
right ſervant of the Public, When I placed in contraſt 
your own ſupineneſs, at the period of which I am ſpeak- _ 
ing, to the ſurprizing activity, the animation, the ardour, 
and the indetatigable labour exerted but a little belie 55 
by yourſelf and your partizans, on queſtions as inferior 
to that of reforming a corrupt Legiſlature, as is the raiſ- 
ing of a Miniſter to the framing of a Confiitution, or the 
nomination of a Fudge to the inſtitution of a national = 
code of laws, 18851 Sir, it was at the expence of your 
conſiſtency, that I was able to reconeile your conduct 


to your ſituation, or your former profeſſions. But, Sit, 


if any allowances are to be made for the ſubordinate | 
rank which you might then be ſuppoſed to have held 
in the cabinet, what are we to ſay to your conduct, 
when, in 1783, you was preſumed to be the primum mo- 
ile of the political machine? In truth, Sir, it will not 
bear the touch of inveſtigation. You made a ſpeech; 
you gave your vote; and that was all. Your friends 
found fault with Mr. Pitt's propoſitions as too confined ; 
which in truth I think they were: but, of your own a 
plan of Parliamentary Reform, we never heard a word; 
nor did the doctrines held forth in your ſpeech upon Mr. 
Pitt's propoſitions, impreſs us with a perſuaſion, that 
vou had at heart any Reform at all. I cannot, Sir, pre- 
ſume to affront your . ſo far as to ſay, that, 


L 


in n reſpeſt to Repreſentation, and the duration of Patio. = 
ments, you do not know the Conſtitution, nor compre- 
hend the principles of reaſon and juſtice ; but I will un- 
dertake to prove, whenever properly called upon, that 

the dectrines maintained by you in the ſpeech to which 

I allude, and the impreffions which you then endeavour- 
ed to make upon your hearers, on the two cardinal points 
of Repreſentation and the duration of Parliaments, were 
neither conſonant with the Engliſh Conſtitution, nor 


with the principles which are eflencial to the erden of 
the People. 8 


Having blamed both yourſels and the Marquis of | 
Rockingham for indifference and ſupineneſs, on what 1 
eſteem the F1RsT of miniſterial-duties, I wiſh to ſay one 
word more on miniſterial interference; in favour of a 
Parliamentary Reform. If, for all the purpoſes of ſup- 
port to their own power, tucceſs to their own meaſures, - 
and ſelf- defence againſt the attacks of an oppoſition, 
they ſhould exert all the authority and influence of their 
ſtations, and make the emoluments of their dependents 
pledges for their attachment and ſubſerviency and then 
on the People's Queſtion of Parliamentary Reform, fo eſ- 
ſential to the very exiſtence of our future liberties, they 
ſhould make a merit of not uſing either influence or 
ſolieitation, although they knew their dependants to be 

hoſtile to the cauſe, and thereby encourage thoſe de- 
pendants to defeat the meaſure ; if this, I ſay, ſhould be 
their conduct, it would, in my opinion, be the very con- 
ſummation of miniſterial profligacy. And ſo, Sir, muſt 
I, in like manner, conſider it to be the conſummation of 
faction and treachery to the public, when leaders of op- 
poſition ſha!l move heaven and earth to carry a party 
queſtion, and upon occaſion of a motion, truly conſtitu- 
tional, and of the higheſt poſſible importance to the pub- 
lic, as is that of Mr. Sawbridge, of which he has given 
notice for to-morrow, ſhall leave their friends wholly un- 
ſolicited for its ſupport, and conſequently. encouraged, 
either to — or to — the — as their in- 
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difference to the good of their country, 'or thei Enmity | 
to freedom ſhall diſpoſe them. 


I need not, Sir, inform you, tt aac; 


bave deſcribed hath been —— to yourſelf, both 
 -when in and when out of power. I need not tell you, 
that you are thought to NG bartered away all Parlia- 
mentary Reform, as a condition of an union with Lord 


North being granted you. Could impartial and intelli- 


gent men have doubted of this fact, the baffling of all ef. 
forts towards Reform both here and in Iredagd during 
your united miniſtry; and your attempt upon India, 


carrying on the face of it the intention and the means of 


maintaining a corrupt influence over Parliament, to an 


extent beyond all example, and hitherto beyond the very 


conception of any mind leſs daring than your own, muſt 
have convinced them of its truth. 


Heer far ſuch a conviftion, and other impreſſions un- | 


favourable to your motives for having entered. into that | 
coalition have extended throughout the kingdom, your 
own too certain knowledge make it unneceſſary for me 
to point out; and your own feelings will forbid you to 
forget: But I willtake the liberty of Pointing out to you 
bow, in my opinion, you may beſt retrieve that unfor- 
tunate ſtep, and open a proſpect of regaining that degree 

N of public confidence of which you was once poſſeſſed. 


I ſpeak not of the confidence of unprincipled Cow, 


the attachment of men led away by the madneſs of party 
rage, nor of the approbation of ſhallow perſons, whom 


your eloquence can perſuade out of their ſenſes ; but ! 


ſipeak of the ſenſible, the ſober, and the thinking part of 
the community, and of that maſs of Engliſhmen, who 
axe happily out of the reach of ou 5 Poms: of 
„ elocution. Gy 


This, chin, is my ales: If A Geeifiee 1 Parlia- 


_. mentary Reform were the price paid by you for the coa- 
tion, demand of Lord North and the other adverſaries 
af that conftitutional principle, a ſacrifice in turn of its 
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proſcription. Bind them to its ſupport, or to an acqui- 
eſcence at leaſt in its ſucceſs; or abandon them that in- 


ſtant. If you mean henceforth to ſet up any pretence to 


public virtue, there is no middle line to take. If you 
yield up the point of Reform to the avowed enemies of 
the Conſtitution, twill be in vain, that on inferior points 
you be permitted to act the patriot. The diſguife will 
be too tranſparent for deception. Let me therefore cau- 


tion you againſt acting a part upon occaſton of Mr. Saw- 


bridge's motion, which muſt at once diſgrace your own 
underſtanding, and put the finiſhing ſtroke to a charac- 
ter, which your coalition has placed on the verge of 
utter ruin. Your own individual ſupport of that mo- 
tion, while it ſhall be borne down by the weight of the 
party which acknowledpes you as its leader, undoubred- 
ly ought to be confidered by the people as a mere mock - 
ery, and as a deciſive proof of treachery to the public 
cauſe ; unleſs your ſeceſſion from the party ſhauld inflantly 
follow. It was on weaker grounds than theſe, it was on 
ſurmiſes and ſuſpicions, and thoſe even upon points of in- 
ferior conſequence, and which alſo were not juſtified by 
the event, that you ſeceded from the Cabinet during the 
adminiſtration of Lord Shelburne. You then ſuſpected 
that bis Lordſhip would not agree to the independence of 
America; you ſuſpected that he did not mean peace; and 
you ſuſpected that he had even a deſign to reſtore the old 
Miniſtry and the old ſyſtem; and upon theſe grounds you 
forſook the Cabinet. His Lordſhip did ſubmit to 
American independency, and he did make peace; but he 
did x or reſtore the old Miniſtry. and the old ſyſtem. Who 
did reſtore the old Miniſtry, that is, the Miniſtry of Lox 
NorrTa ; and the old ſyſtem, that is, the ſyſtem of Parlia- 
mentary Corruption ? Yoa, Sir, who formed the coalition, 
and who attempted to ſeize on the patronage of India, can 
beſt determine. But, Sir, to return to the point; have 
you no ſaſpicions that Lord North will ſtrenouſly oppoſe 


a Parliamentary Reform, that Reform which can alone 


put an end to Parliamentary Corruption? And are you 


prepared upon thoſe ſuſpicions proving to be founded. 


to lecede from your preſent coalition, as you did from 


7 1570 North has not had much of my approbation. In- 
deed, I ever conſidered it as the moſt monſtrous and moſt 


this or any other country. But, Sir, ſuch is the eaſy 


the maſs of your party, honeſtly to ſupport Mr. Saw- 


tion, together with the uſual and gratifying conſequen- 
ces of ſuch a circumſtance. If, on the contrary, you ſhall 
either want the inclination or the power to render your 
country this ſervice, you muſt not be ſurprized it ſhe ! 
| henceforth eſteem you either unworthy of her conſi- 3 
dence, or unfit for her ſervice. ZZ 


my inclination, to canvaſs points of high importance, nor 3 
to arraign characters of actors on the public ſtage, un- 3 

der fictitious , Whenever it can uh * I 

5 be avoided, 5 9 


1 26 ) 


the Cabinet when you fu . the ill intentions of the 
Ear! of Shelburne? 


You wil readily perceive, Sir, that your coalition wit 


indefenfible alliance that ever occurred in the annals of 


temper and abounding generoſity of your countrymen, 
that, ſhould you atone for that falſe ſtep, by engaging 


bridge's motion, and to profecute the Reform of Par- 
liament with ſincerity and effect, I doubt not but that 
you might once more enjoy a large ſhare, of public appro- 


1 it neither agrees Sh my jodgment, r nor ſuits with | 


1 ſubſcribe abel, Sir, &c. 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT, — 


THE E N D. 


